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the strange spectacle of " the Queen turning from her own
Prime Minister to confide in the one who was supplanted by
him;   a Minister talking over quietly and confidentially
with an outsider by what circumstances and what agency
his colleague, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, might be
extruded from the Government;  the Queen abhorring her
Minister and unable to rid herself of him;   John Russell,
fascinated and subjugated by the ascendancy of Palmerston,
submitting to everything from him, and supporting him
right or wrong, the others not concealing from those they
are in the habit of confiding in, their disapprobation of the
conduct and policy of their colleague, while they are all
the time supporting the latter and excusing the former, and
putting themselves under the obligation of identifying them-
selves with his proceedings, and standing or falling with
him/'   The serpent of this Eden needed all his steadiness.
Radicals cheered him when he defied the Czar and Austria,
Tories and Whigs as he recoiled from Hungary and the
Mazzinian republic which French guns bombarded behind
the crumbling walls of Rome.    But he was always sure of
one supporter, who promised to give a House of Commons
dinner for him, as " it tends to give a spirit and to keep the
party together, and induces our people to meet! "   Indeed,
she quite frightened Brougham, when that tangential critic
proposed to make an onslaught in the House of Lords, wrote
him indignant letters, and scared him into submission.    So
his followers recognised the first of Palmerstonians, when
they proposed to  have   his   portrait   painted for Lady
Paimerston.

The skies of 1850 were no less clouded. His sovereign
frowned; heads shook in unison at Brussels, Claremont,
, Osborne, and Vienna over his lightest act; Guizot and
Metternich moaned rlike distracted sibyls; and Lord
Aberdeen feared the worst with touching frequency. Even
his colleagues were a trifle apt to wring their hands over
Foreign Office papers which had not been circulated, without
reading those that they had received. But Palmerston sat